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Seaſonable Words 


FOR 


Encliſh P2oteſtants. 


SERMON. 


From Fer. 5 1. 5. Setting forth, 


1 When a Land 1s filled with Sin > 

2, What Evidences we. have that Ergland is not forſaken 
yet by God? And 

3. What is required of us, that we may not be given up 
to Deſtruction. 


The Watchman ſaid, The Morning cometh, and alſo the Night. | 
If ye will Enquire, Enquire ye ; Return, Come, Ifa. 21. 12. 
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LONDON, 
Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three - 


Crowns, at the lower end of Cheapſide, near 
Mercers Chapel. 1690... 


TO THE 


READER. 


W Pon the defire of fome intereſted in the pub- 

lication of this Sermon, 1 have peruſed 

it, and do communicate theſe my Thoughts con- 
cerning if, 

There appears unto me in it, thoſe two things, 
which do, above all others, commend any Sermon, 
07 any other Book ; namely, moſt weighty and 
feaſonable Argument, with very judicious and 
methodical Management. 

If T am able to judge; the Management ſpeaks 
Arma Virumque, the Man and his Furniture : 
And it 1s bike its great Author, (well known to this 
Ape, and like to be ſo unto future ones, by his 
Writings in more than one Language.) There is a 
favour due unto all Poſthumous Pieces, of which 
ſort this is ; but there is little need that this Piece 
ſeems to have of it. | 

As for its Argument, it is very Salvation; and 
that not meerly Perſonal, or Domeſtical, but Na- 
tional. This, if any thing, will be acknowledged 
Momentous ; and now, if ever, it muſt be ac- 


knowledged 


To the Reader. 


knowledged ſeaſonable. Now in this our Day, 
known only to the Lord. Nay now, that it is 
neither Day nor Night, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
Now that.City and Countrey are crying, Watchman,” 
- what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night ? Now that the three frightful ftons of ap- 
proachmg Night are ſo upon us : Imean Shadows 
growing long, Labourers going apace home, 
and Wild Beaſts going boldly abroad, Quis ta- 
lia fando Temperet a Lachrymis * 

In a word, here is that which will ſufficiently re- 
commend it ſelf to all ſerious Readers. . It is the 
complaint of many, that our Bookſellers Shops are 


become heaps of dry Sand, in Which many a rich 


Stone is loſt. But it is known to all, that Dia- 


monds will be found out by.their own Luſtre,. 4nd - 


T make no great queſtion but ſo this Sermon will be. 


That it may be ſo, and may go much abroad, and 
do good where-ever it comes, is the prayer of 


From my houſe in Thy Servant in Chriſt Jeſus; 
_ Bridges-ſtreet 1n 


Covent-G arden; . 
Anguſt 7, 1690. Daniel Burgeſs. 


Jeremiah 


- 
ju I OE 
mr _— GT TEE _— 


—— ASS x EL 


bl 


- —— ——— — > 
\ W a 
<Q G8 [/ 
s mm 
( / 
<> 
- NS 


Bs 5I. . 


For Iſrael hath not been forſaken, nor Judah 
_ of his God, of the Lord of Hoſts, though 
: their Land was filled with ſin -_ the 

| Holy one of Ifracl. 


\% 


IS Chapter, and the forego- 
going, are an eminent Prc- 
phecy and Prediction of the 
Deſtruction of Babylon, and 
of the Land of the Chalde- 
ans,of the Metropolitical City 
of the -Empire and of the 

Nation it ſelf; There is a 
double occaſion for the inſerting of theſe Words. 
he firſt is to. declare the Grounds and Reaſons 
why God would bring that Deſtruction upon Ba- 
bylon, and upon the Land of the Chaldeans. The 
words of the 4th .verſeiare, The ſlam ſhall fall in, 

the Land of the: Chaldeans, and they that are thruſt 
through in her ſtreets. Why ſo 2 For, faith he, Iſrael 
> A 2 bath 


[ 2] 
bath #0t been forſaken. The reaſon why God will 
aoy the Empire of Bobzlos, js, bou fs he will 


x 
- \ Y [ 


J, 
God's -appointed time. The ſecond Reaſon” js 
that it may be for the comfort, for the ſupport- 
ment of I/frael and Judah under that diſtreſs which 
was then befalling them upon the entrance of this 
Babylon in the Land of' the Chalgeaus. Notwith- 
ſtanding all, ſaith he, yet Iſrael 5 not forſakgn, nor 


Judah of his God, 


| We are called this day to joyn our Cryes with 
the Natien in the behalf of the Land of our Ne- 
tivity, Ahd though it hath been, as-moſt of you 


- know, niy conſtarit courſe on fuch ſolemn Days 


as theſe are, to treat in particular about our own 
fins, our owt decays, our own means of Reco- 
very yet upon this occalion I ſhall, as God ſhall 
help me, from theſe words, rep unto you 


| the State of the Nation whereith we live, and the * 


only way and means of our Deliverance from 


Univerſal Deſtruction, To declare our Intereſt 


herein, ſome things muſt be obſerved concernin 
this Babylon, whoſe Deſtruction is ſo ſolemn uy 
propheſied of in this and the foreyving Chapter, 
And I muſt obſerve three things concerning it. 


Firſt z That _ was the Original of Ano 


fiacy from- the Natural Worſhip of God wito 
Idolatry 14 the whole World. © There was great 
[Iniquity before the Roud, but no' mention of 

| any 


«a a> maiko ect to nr cons mics 1 3. 4. . 
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any Tdolatry. - There was a Natural Worſhip of 
God throughout the World, that was not cor- 
rupted with Idolatry : There is no-mention of it 


- until. the building of Babel. There it began. The 


Tower. ,which © they built, they turned into a 
Temple of Belus, whom they had made a God, 
and laid his Image in the top of it. There was 
the Original. You ſhall ſee immediately how we 
are concerned. There was the Original of Apo- 
ſtacy from Natural Worſhip unto Idolatry. 


Secondly ; Their Idolatry; the Idolatry that 
there began conſiſted in Image-worſhip, in the 
worſhiping of Graven Images, which was their 
Idolatry, that they ſct up with reſpe& unto men 
departed, whom they worſhiped by them. Four 
times in this Prophecy doth God fay, he will 
take vengeance on their Graven Images. And 
from the qoth of 1/azah, to the end of the 46th, 


you have a deſcription of the. Idolatry of Babylon, 


that it all: conſiſted in . making . Carved Idols, 
and: Graven. Images. The: reft of the!” World, 
eſpecially of the Eaſtern Nations, fell into the 
worſhiping of the Sun, which they called Baal, 


' and Moloch, and Kemoſh, all names of the Sun ; 


and the Worſhip of 'the Moon, which : they 
called Aſhtaroth, and the Queen of Heaven ; but 


.. the. Idolatry of Babylon. was by Graven Images 


and Idols. 


_ .... Thirdly; Obſerve, They were 1o far, as appears 
'upon Record.,, the - firſt State mm the World. that 
es EE es: ever 


[ +1] 0g} 
ever perſecuted: for Rehgron z that oPpr ed the 
true —_ of God as fuch, 'as'being mad 
upon . their -1dals, as the Prophet ſaith they were, 
they were enflamed upon them. - They-were'the 
firſt that opprefſed the Church, becauſe of its wor- 
ſhiping- 'of God; and deſtroyed that- Worſhip 
among. them. Hence the Charch prays in this 
_ Chaprer, The vengeance ef * the © Lord, and of his 
Temple be-;upon. Babylon : Not only the vengeance 
of the Lord ifor deftroying of his People ';-but the 
vengeance of his Temple, for deftroying of his 
Worſhip, be upon Babylon, ſhall Zzon ſay. Others 
have affiited me, ſatth he in 'the ſame Chapter, 
but this Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon havh 
broken, my hones. + They were the great Oppreſlors 
-of the Ghurch, :.. 1 7? 7 DIRT 


Upon - theſe three accounts which 'is that 1 
would obſerve, the name of Babylon, and all that 
is ſpoken of it in the Old Teftament, is tran{- 
ferred to the Apoftate 'Church'' of Rome-in the 
New, and all applied. unto it in the Book of- the 
Revelation,and that upon this great Analogy, which 
I ſhall now briefly ſhew: | | 


Why doth God call the Apoſtate State. of 
the Church underithe New Teſtament 'Baty- 
ws Babylon the Myſterj * For theſe three Rea- 
ſons. 


F:rft  As'Old Babylon was the Riſe and Spring 
' of Apoſtacy from Natural Worſhipin the World 
| unto 


[5] 


unto Idolatry z 7v this New Babylon was the Riſe 
. and Spring. of Apoſtacy from Evangelical Wor- 
ſhip Jo oe. World unto Idolatry,.. Mark the- Ana- 
logy-,. Hence ſhe; 1s. called! the Morher of Hurlots, 
that: 18, 5 that had. brought forth-.all the'Tdola- 
trous Churches and Worſhip that were in the 
World. Did Babylon begin to Apoſtatize into Ido- 
hog from, Natural Worſhip 2 1a: Rome began to 
Fakes into. Idolatry ; from Spirituat:Evangeli- 
MW Worſhip. Therefore the _ Ghoſt <dllb her 
Babylon. 


»"-condly, The: peculiar Idolatry. of Babylon © con- 
my In, Image worſhip, . the. warſhiping- of men 
der. Images made; to;'their likeneſs. 
od W ponies 1dolatry . of Rome conſiſts in 
Image-worſhip, their worſhiping Saints departed, 
which. is a great; part. of their wg And 
ſherein they, are Babylon. allo... .-. 


* Thirdly and laftly.> As Babylon v was ak thee 
of all Perſecution againſt, and Opprefſion of the 
Church of - God under- the Old Teſtament ;' ſo 
Rome hath been the Spring of all Perſecution and 
_ Oppreſlion of the Church of God fince tho _ 
ſtacy under the New Teſtament. © \ \. 


-On - theſe accounts hath the Holy Ghoſt 3 in in- 
finite Wiſdom transferred over the name; and ſtate, 
and other things. ſkies bf — rom the OJ 
unto hs New... 7 


TS 0 I avs 
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I have mentioned this, that you may ſee the 
Intereſt of England in this' Text of Scripture. -So 
far-as the Truth of | Religion is owned. in' this 
Nations fo far. as there is a Teſtimony given 
againſt Idolatry, we are to God as Iſrael and 
Judah, though the Land be filled with ſin. At 
the. time of this Prophecy Iſrael and Judah were 
in danger of preſent-Deſtru&tion and Deſolation 
from'ithe'' Old Babylon; and -if we do not mock 
God in alwedo, we are under Apprehenſions 
that England, and the Church of God in. Englaud 
is under- danger of. the ſame Deſolation a Fipter 
firuction. from: New Babylon upon the * fam = 
count;{and; principle.'' If we do* not mock G 
this is that we' profeſs at this day.” Wherefore 
the parallel runs thus far-equal. Such as was Ba: 
bylon of Old, ſuch is that at preſent : Sach as'was 
the danger of Iſrael and: Fudah from' them at that 
day, ſuch is the danger of England from the. New 
at this preſent. . This is ſpoken in general. 


| For--the 'opening of the words obſerve theſt 

I. That there is .me thei = Reduplication of - the 
WNames or Titles of God. He is in this verſe cal- 
led by the name of the Lord of Hoſts; and by] the 
name'of. the Holy One of -lſrael ; where there are 
ſ{uch-Rednplications: of the Name-ef God, or any 
of his Titles, the Holy Ghoſt would-have'us take 
notice that it 15 a matter of great importance where- 


of he ſpeaks. 2, There 


PFSNSBRMMOSOSytS=HEINH}TGGO 


Fo 


.., 
2: There is a Diſtribution and Application of theſe 
Names of "God unto diſimnts occaſions ſuitable unto 


(T.) There is in it mentioned an intimation 
of a Surprizal with ſome Prote&ion or Delive. 
rance.. Who ſhall it be done by ? The: Lord of 
Hoſts, faith he ;, The Lord his God. And he doth 
not in, vain add immediately, The Lord of Hoſts, 
that Title of God. He who hath the Hoſt above, 
and the Hoſt below in his Soveraign diſpoſal. 
God's Hoft above, are all the holy Anxels, and 
all the Heavenly Boeles 'in their influences. © The 
Stars in their courſes fought againſt Sera.” © And 


he hath lately hung forth among us a Flag or 
'Enfign of his Hoſt above, intimating that he is . 


arifing in his-Indignation, as the Lord of Hoſts, 
and hath hung forth 'an Enfign before' his com- 
ing, full of dread 'and' terrour. And he is the 


Lord 'of Hoſts' here below, of all men, and of all 
creatures, diſpoſing of them as ſeems: good unto - 


him. The Prophet adds this name of God, be- 
cauſe of the unſpeakable greatneſs of the thing 
he' mentions, namely; that 1Fzel ſhould nor'be 
forſaken, nor Judah, while the Land was fo ft- 


kd with fin, and the whole Intereſt of Babylon ſo 


coming. upon them. 
( 2.) The other Title of God is, The Holy One 
of Iſrael. This 15 applied peculiarjy unto their tin, 


The Land'is filted with fin; 2gainft the Holy One - 


of 1/r2e1.”- Tt is the greateſt, It is the higheſt  ag- 
gravation of fin,” that it'1s againſt the Holineſs of 
$ : | : God, 


- 
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more deſpond : But.if I could ſee theſe two thi 
in concurrence, His God, and The Lord of Hb, 
that is, Soveraign Grace, according to his Coye- 
nant, and Soveraign Power, according to his Pro- 
vidence, , there 1s. ground-. for ; any man's Faith 
to build upon. His God, The Lord of Hoſts. No 
thing but Soveraign Grace and Soveraign Powe 
can preſerye a People when their Land is full of 
fin againſt. the Holy One: of Iſrael ; and Deſtru- 
ion ſeems to encompaſs them. from the Intereſt 
of Babylon, _ fi 

I ſhall ſpeak yet a little more particulaſy., You 
may conſider in the words, , 

1. That which is mentioned in the laſt place, Ti 


' State of the, People at this tyme ; Their Land was fl 
with ſin againſt the Holy One of liracl. 


2A 
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2, An ifitimation of approaching deſerved De- 
firuction on that account : Though the Land, Tt is 
jn that conditian that it ought to look for nothing 
but Deſtruction. -o—:', © pw 


3. A ſtrange and wonderful Surprifal, notwith- 
ſtanding this, in Soveraign Grace and Power 
Iſrael hath avt been forſaken, nor Judah of his God, 
the Lord of Hoſts. Tha gy 1391 5 i: 


1: What E:thall ſpeak to is thiss''' * 
That when a Land % filled with ſin againſt the 


Lord, Jet -mens - Hopes and  Expettations be what 
they: will,; they are in:danger of iitter Deftruttion, and 


 envot be ſaved, but by the aftings of Soveraigh Grace 


ard 'Power. 
1 ſhall, for ithe handling. hereof, -at leaſt I defign 


_ to dontheſe three things. - © - 


iv. Shew when a Land is filled with {in againſt 
the Holy Ohe of Iſrael. 


2, Gather .up what Evidences we have: that 
England is not yet utterly forſaken gf God, | 


3. Manifeſt what is indiſpenſably required of 
us, that we may .not be given up unto that ut- 
- Deſolation and Deſtruction that- lieth at the 

r. | | 


Ido 
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'] do believe that-I am not in my thoughts far 
from your caſe ; far from the caſe of the Nation, 
I do not ſearch for things to ſpeak to; I ſhall 
ſpeak only thoſe that are compliant with-the com. 
mon Reaſon and Underſtanding of all ſober 
Perſons. 74 ih 


There are.three ways whereby a Land may be 
{aid to be filled with {1n. GLA 19 1110. }, 3h 


1. When the ſins of a Land. or. Nation are 
come to the full, to the utmoſt meaſure that God 
hath allotred to them in his Patience. © There is 
ſuch an;allotment of Patience to every Nation un- 
der Heaven, and when it comes. to 'its appointed 
Iffue; no means. under Heaven can defer or delay 
their Deſtruction one day. Thus faith . God be. 
fore the Floud, The Land zs filled with fin, the 
whole Earth with. wwolence;. a Floud ſhall take them 
away. The Cry of Sodom and Gomorrah came up 
to God; they had filled up their meaſure ; God 
ſent Flre and Brimſtone toi deſtroy them. . You 
ſhall ot yet go imto Canaan :.. Why ? The Inzquity of 
the- Amorites 1s not yet full. There 1s a time appoint- 
ed wherein the Iniquity of the Amorites ſhall come 
up to its fuil- meaſure, beyond which their 'De- 
ſtruction ſhall not be delayed. This was not now 
the caſe of 1/rael and Fudah. It proved afterward 
to be their caſe, as the Apoſtle deſcrib:s it, 1 Theſ* 
2, 15, 16. Who both killed the. Lord Jeſus and then 
own Prophets, aud have perſecuted us, and they pleaſe 
not 


[ ur ] 


wot God, and are contrary unto all men : Forbidding 
us to preach to the Gentiles that they might be ſa- 
wed, to fil up their ſins alway. For the wrath is 
come upon them to the uttermoſl. How come ? 
They have filled their- meaſure, reacht to their 
bounds ; Wrath 1s come upon them to the uttermoſt. 
[ hope, - I pray that this is not, that this may 
not be the State of England; that our Land is 
not ſo filled with fin, as that God's Decree of 


| Abſolute and Univerſal Defolation ſhould be gone 


forth againſt us. 


2. A Land may be faid to be filled with fin, 
when it is come to that degree and meaſure, as 
that God will not paſs it by without ſome ſe- 
yere defolating Judgment. He will not utterly 
forſake it, he will not utterly deſtroy it z but let 
all mankind do what they will, -he will not paſs 
it by without ſome ſevere deſolating Judgment. 


- Such was their caſe even at this time. You may 


ſee in 2 Chron. 36. 16. But they mocked the Meſ- 
ſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed 
his Prophets, until the wrath of the Lord aroſe 
againſt his People, till there was no Remedy. It was 
impoſſible that the Judgment of God ſhould be 

turned away from them. In this State God faith, 
Pray not for this people 5 my heart ſhall not be towards 
them, until he had brought his Judgment upon 
them. Though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before me, 1 
will not hear them. Ay, but what if Reformation 
come in ? Nay, nay, faith he, It is determined againſt 
them. Reformation ſhall not ſave them. Sce 2 —_ 
_ eh.23. 


[| ua |] 
6. 23; 9.25,26, where there is an account given 
of the greateſt Reformation that ever was wrought: 
in Judah, by Joſiah. So it is faid, Like unto hin 
there was no King before him, that turned to the 
Lord with all his hears, and with all his foul, and 
with all his might, according to all the Law of Mgo- 
ſes; neither after him aroſe there any like him , ha- 
ving Reformed the whole Nation. Then ſure all 


will be well. See the next words; MNotw:ithſtand. 


ing the Lord turned not from the fierceneſs of his great 
wrath wherewith his anger was kijndled againſt Ju- 
\ dah; and the Lord. ſaid, I will remove Judah al- 
' ſo out of my (fight. There 1s a time and ſeaſon 
when God, although he wi'l not utterly deftroy 
and forſake a Nation for ever, yet he will not 
paſs them by ; let who will intercede, he will 
not paſs them by, unti! he hath brought a ſevere 
deſtructive ſcourge upon them. Whether this be 
the State of England at this' day, or no, God on- 
ly knows, and of Mankind not one. Whether 
we are come to that State wherein there is no 
Remedy, wherein nothing we do' ſhall prevent 
deſo/ating Judgments, I fay, God only knows, and 
of men not one. h 

2. A Land 1s filled with fin, when it is come 
to ſuch a degree and meaſure, as that there 
is no Rule of the Word, nor any Prognoftick 
from Providence, nor any Conjecture from the 
ſtate of things that can give any determination 
what will be the Iſſue. Judgment is deſerved, 
and there 1s nothing remains but to look upon 
E the 


[ 13 ] 


the Ballafice as'it is held in the hand 'of Soveraign- 
ty; which' way it will turn, God only knows. 
The'Decree is not yet gone forth: In this your 
State God doth not ſay, Pray not for this People - 
God doth not ſay, Though you reform, I will not 
turn from the fierceneſs of my wrath. But God 
faith, Who knows if God will return and leave a 
Bleſſing * Who knows if God will be entreated and 
have mercy ? He leaves it upon the abſolute plea- 
ſure of Soveraignty to 'give us encouragement to 
wait upon him. Becauſe I take this, yea and I 
take 1t in the beſt of my hopes to be that where-. 


In weare concerned ; pray, take - theſe 'two things 


dong with you, before 'T go to ſhew it in-parti- 
cular.” The firſt 'is, That in this State, ' if God 
gives time and ' ſpace, there is encouragement 
enough left' to make our Applications to him for 
the Removal'of Impending' ſudgments. Methinks 
fometimes I ſee by Faith the Lord high lift'up up- 
on his Throne, and his Train filling the Temple 
with 'his'Glory, 'and' holding the Ballance of this 
Nation' 11 his hand, arid can turn it to- Mercy or 
Judgment 'as ſeems' good unto him.. While it 
is ſo ;- while though the Woman be put- into the 
Epha, yet the Talent of Lead is not laid upon her, 
there is' tinie for Interceſſion, ' yet time 'for | the 
interpolition of God. And ſecondly, I fay, and 
do you take it as you ſee good ; but I will tell 
you my perſwaſion, that if- there be 'not a com- 
phance with the Calls of God-unto this Nation, 
upon * this _ Suſpenſion 'and Arreſt of Jud.,;ment 
that we are under, we ſhall as' certainly perith 

Ga} C2 as 
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as if we were in either of the. two former 
conditions. , If the Ghaldeaus were all wounded 
men, if there was. no Hope, no Strength, no 
Relief in the Papal Cauſe, they fhall riſe up 
and fmite as in the day. whereta Shalman ſpoiled 

Beth-arbel, and the. Mother was daſh- 
Hoſ. 10.14. ed in pieces upon, her, Children, un- 

leſs there be a compliance with the 
Calls of God in the days wherein we live. 


Let us then a little, as God will give ſtrength, 
enquire when a Nation is fo filled with fin 
againſt the Holy One of Iſrael, as certainly to 
put the Ballance into the hands. of. Soveraignty, 
and to take off all Rules and Prognoſticks (which 
with great grief I have heard ſometimes inſiſted 
upon J and reduce us meerly to , the hand of 
Soveraignty. When s 1t that a Land is ſo: filled 
with;fin ? - ; Oe =} 1 eormiagnd 


x. A Land'is fo filled: with fin, when all forts 
of provaking fins do abound-in its, when there 


is no Exception to. be put.in into the Indiment ; 


when: there is no. provoking. {in that . can © be 
thought-::on ; that. is; not in, the: Nation... - For - if 
there be- but one provoking: {uz abſolutely- ex- 
cluded,' there is room for mercy to, dwell. Who 
now. ſhall plead. for England * Who ſhall - put in 
an Exception for Eng/and-; into this , Inditment ? 


Oh poor :Eng/and | among all thy Lovers, thou haft 


not one to: plead. for, . thee this. day. - Erom the 
Height of Profaneneſs and Atheiſm” through -the 
© b — filthinefs 
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filthineſs.. of Senfuality .and Uncleanneſs, down 
tothe loweſt Oppreſſion and Cheating, the Land 
is filled with all ſorts of fin. If there be any that 
can put, in an- Exception /as to any provoking {in 
that.1is not among us, let them. ſtand forth and 
plead the Cauſe of . this Nation. - I profeſs my 
mouth .is. ſtopped. The Land is filled with fin 
againſt the Holy -One of Iſrael. It is to no pure 
poſe to.enumerate our fins; the Roll is roo long 
to be read at this time; and I amdorry- it hath 
porn cut and thrown into the fire ; when it hath 
n ſpoken of, contemned and. deſpiſed, as Jere- - 
miahs was by Fehojakim. . But ſo it is. | 


.,2.-A_Land is.ſoffilled} with fin againſt the Ho- 
ly- One of Iſrael, when all ſorts of perſons in a 
Land are guilty of provoking fins. Pray mi- 
fake, me ' not; I do not ſay all - perſons of all 
forts; . God forbid; If it had: been ſo;- we had 

long ſince .been like unto Sodom and. | 

Gomorrah, If the Lord vf | Hoſts - had If. 1.9. 

not left us 4 ſmall Remuant, we ſhould have 

been as Sodom, and we ſhould have been like unto 

Gomorrah. But whereas there .are many ſorts 

of; Perſons, - Rulers, ; and - them that are.ruled 

high and tow, rich and poor; /in.Court; in City, 

1n,Country ; I fay, all forts of perſons have been 

guilty. of theſe provoking- ſins: ; We and our Prin- 

Ces, as. Daniel ſpeaks, and -our; Rulers, andthe 

People, the pas» mn of-the-Land of all ſorts: 

Who ſhall plead; here- for : &1ghwmd:? Who ſhall 

bring forth, a ſort of perſons? Nay, it . is. not-ſo. - 
re ]n-.. 
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in the Throne z nay, it is not ſo at Court ; nay, 
it is not ſo among the Clergy; nay, it is not 


ſo' in the City ; nay, it 1s not ſo in the Country, 


it is not ſo with the -Rich, 1t-1s not fo with the 
Poor. ' Let any one that- can bring -in a-Plea for 
this poor Nation; that we may not-conclude the 
Land is filled with fin againſt the Holy One of 


\ But you will ſay ; Here lies an Exception : 
There are many Perſons, many Churches ' free 
from theſe flagitious and provoking ſins. -There 
is a ſort of Perſons, Churches and Profeſſors, 
who walk in the fear of God, and are free from 


all theſe fins; and therefore it doth not extend | 


to all ſorts. - | 


Brethren! you know my mind full well in 
this matter. I have been for theſe three laft 
years upon all occaſions inculcating it upon you. 
 T-acknowledge the- Churches in: this Nation are 
not Guilty of thoſe ſins whereby God is pre 
voked againſt the Nation to bring on National 
Judgments : But I do fay, that Churches and Pro- 
feſſors in this Nation are Guilty of thoſe fins for 
which * Chriſt will bring corre&ing'- Judgments 
upon Churches and Profeſlors z fo that we are 
all in the ſame way and bottom, though not 
all upon the fame account. The Land- 7s - filled 
with ſin. How are- your Thoughts concerned in 
theſe things, Brethren ? ''I confeſs-to you, I ſpeak 
my Heart, my Conſcience, 'as in' the- preſence 


of 
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| of God; and as' that which you are concerned to! 
conſider. _— 


I have given you two Evidences that this Land 
js ſo filled with fin againit the Holy One of 1/rael. 
I will give you two more. EE 63: 7 


3. When the fins of a Land have upon them 
the greateſt Aggravations that National ſins are 
capable of. What are they 2 They are plain: 
They are againſt Warnings, and againſt Mercies. 
All forts of fins in all ſorts of perſons, againſt all 
forts of Warnings, and againſt all ſorts of Mer- 
cies. God hath not left this Land without War- 
nings in Heaven above, and in Earth beneath. 

= Was there no Warning given us in the waſting, 
= Plague ? No Warning in the conſuming, 
raging Fire © No Warning in the bloody War that 
enſued thereon> No Warning in' all the prodz- 
grous Appearances 1n Heaven above that we have 
had ?2- None in that which at preſent hangs over 
us as an Enſign of God's ſupernal Hoſt? I ac-_. 
knowledge there hath been, I fear, a weakneſs in 
one kind of Warning by the Publick Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Word. But God: hath not left him- 
elf without witneſs: He hath multiplied War- 
nings, and they have not been complied withal. 
Have they, Brethren ? Were they at all 
afraid, ſaith Feremiah, when the Roll Jer. 36. 24. 
was read ? or, did they rent their cloaths ? 
No, not at all. Have theſe Warnings of God been 


complied withal 2 Hath the Voice of God in = 
een 
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beeh heard >. Hath the Nation been afraid? Haye 
they rent their cloaths and returned to the Lord? 


"They have not. * We yet continue, God help us, in 
a ftate of.fin againſt Warnings. 


And as for Mcrcies ; 'The Mercies of Peace and 
Plenty, they have been the food of Luſt, of Co. 
vetouſneſs and- :Senſuality, and have pampered 
us in wantonneſs, to - the rending and tearing 
one another. 


4. When in the ſecret workmgs of God's Pro- 
vidence -there is an Inclination in a ſinful People 
unto a compliance with them from whom their 
Deſtruction is like -to proceed; it is a ſign that 
God is withdrawn from them, and that the Land 
is ſo filled with ſin. When Iſrael was to be de- 

| ftroyed by the Aſhrian, when Iſrael 

Hoſ. 5. 13. ſaw, his ſickneſs, he ſent to the King of 
| ' Afhria, applied himſelf to the King of 
Aſſria, by whom he was to be deliroyed. When 
\ Fadab ſaw his ſickneſs, all his Inclinations and 
Applications were unto the Babylonzans and Chal- 
deans, by whom he was to be deſtroy- 

 Ezek. 23. . ed. The Prophet Ezekzel hath a whole 
Chapter, to tell you of the fondneſs of 

that People upon the Babylonians before their De- 
ſtruction. They were all like Princes and Mighty 


men, and thou waſt in love with: them, and ' 


committed Adultery with them; that is, par- 
took and complied with their Idolatry. When it 
is ſo, it 1s evident that God is greatly withdrawn 
from 


Lo [19] 
from ſuch a People, and that they are nigh unto 
their: Deſolation. is 


- What ſhall we. plead for England in this mat- 
ter > Is it not known what wretched and vile 
compliances we have had with a_ Neighbour Na- 
tion, the French, following their Manners, imita- 
ting their Cuſtoms, ' promoting their Intereſt, ad- 
vancing their Reputation, : when every man almoſt 


| among us talked of nothing but that we ſhould be 


deſtroyed by - the French : An eminent token of 
the hand of God upon us, and that the Land 
$ ſo filled with ſin againſt the Holy One of 
Jkkael. Nay, go farther ; Whence 'is it''( for: we 
bear our ſelves herein not- only upon [the Truth 
of the thing it ſelf, but alſo upon the Proclama- 
tion inviting us upon this day) whence is. it that 
we fear the Judgments of God? Whence do we 
fear Deſolation, :Gonfuſion, Deſtruction upon this 
Nation, to our Religion, _ to our Liberties, to.out 
Lives 2 Is it not from the Papal Intereſt ? ' There 
s.it tated by our Rulers, and in the thoughts ef 
all ſober. perſons... And, had we been wiſe, we 
might have ſeen; it many years ago, But what 
have we: been doing. for fome Ages? deſerting 
our Principles, forſaking the Foundation we ſtood 
upon againſt the Papacy, foregoing thoſe avowed 
Principles of the firſt Reformers, pleading for com- 
pliance,.. pleading for a::jpoſſibility- of Reconcilia- 
tion, avowing.them to. beza true: Church. And 
1n on8:word; if the Power: of: the Proteſtant 'ke- 
ligion. had: not been 'preſetved in the Body of the 
FM | = People, 
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People, it had by' ſome been long ago-given upto 
the Papal Intereſt, and this at a' time' working 
effectually among us when we Were in dread, all 
that were; wiſe and conſideratiye; thab there would 
from therice: ariſe the Deſolation and Deſtruction 
of this Church, 


1, have given. you: theſe Evidenoes, j that this 
Land: of::ours .is ſo filled. with fin againſt the Ho- 
bj One. of J#rael.: And if any can; anfiver it; 2nd 
diſprove it,_no.man ſhall more roy 11+ 16 + than 
my felf.. | my 

z041t 2t @ 


wel; ould 3 in. the .next place; few the daniih 
that Land is:in, | when'things 1ie-in this ethval 
Balldance.. Bor. I pray obſerve, I have not gi vel 
theſe things: to prove:the Land hath filled oy its 
meaſure of Twiquity; and [muſt certainly ' be t- 
ittoyed;:; -Lhave not. given' them to prove -abſd- 
lutely that'there isa Decreed Judgment that cat) 
not. be diverted, that there is no-Remedy, that 
notwithftanding "Reformation, God will fay, 1 wil 
not turn away the fierceneſs of mine” Anger :\- But'1 
have given tiem. only to prove that- we are'in 
that ſtate and.condition wherein there is no- ceh\ 
tain Rule! of the Word, no- Indication of 'Provi: 
" dence, no rational conſideration of 'the ſtate of 

* things, that can. give us any Security, of. Prote- 
Etion, or Deliverance; but that we-are: abſolute 
ly reſolved. .upon Soveraigrt [Grate att” Mercy'; 
and +witthous | Relief from thence, 1 ſhalt Grfly 1ay 
as. to: the: proof of the Propoſition, what the = 
phet . 
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phet faith, 1/2. 34. 16. Seek. ye out of the Book. of 
the Lord and read, not one of theſe- things ſhall 


fail. 


To omit all the conſiderations, and all the 
oof I intended, That Soveraign Grace and Mercy 


muſt be our Relief, if ever we be relieved; I pro- 
ceed unto the 


Second thing ; -which is, to give in Evidences, 
That England # not yet utterly forſaken of the Lord 
his 'God, the Lord of Hoſts, though the Land be 
thus filled with ſin. So that there 1s ground of En- 
couragement yet remaining to apply our ſelves 
to God. And in truth I will tell you the beſt T 
can think of. | | RE TOY 
” Te 'The large and wonderful Deſcovery of the 
borrible Plot, of the horrible Popiſh Plot, 1aid for 
the Rune, ' Deſtruttion ' and Deſolation ' of this Na- 


tion, is an Evidence that England 5s not yet, 1 
. ſoy, -utterly forſaken' of” the Lord its God. It was 


not diſcovered by our Rulers, from whom it was 
hid : It was not diſcovered by the ſevere Indaga- 
tion and Watchfulneſs of Minifters of State from 
Forreign Intelligence, the uſual way of diſcover- 
ing ſuch Plots. 'It was not diſcovered by Perſons 
of Authority and Intereſt, to warrant the Diſco- 
very. It was not ſo in a time when the Nation was 
awake, and looked about them, and were jealous 
of ſuch-things; but 'in the deepeſt Security. It 
bath admitted, it hath' _ with all the _ 
| | 2 


La] 


of Hell and Men for the covering of -it; yet 
through the. Conduft of the holy Providence of 


God it hath broke forth to that Diſcovery, az 


that it is publickly- proclaimed to all the Nation, 
 I'fay: wit2 the Wite ' of- Manoah,' If ' God: would 
| have deſfiroyed us, he would not have ſhewed us this 


thing. If he had utterly forſaken us, he would 


have left us to have been ſwallowed up, when. we 
ſhould not-have had leiſure to have cryed, Alas! 
To me 1-fay it is an-Evidence that. England is not 
yet: utterly forſaken. hy | 


| 2... That God hath . ſtirred np ſome; at leaſt, of 
the Nobles and. our Rulers, to follow on this Diſco: 
wery,' to bring it forth to -L.oght, and. to purſue them 
to. Condign Puniſhment, who were the.Contrivers, 


Authors, Abetters, and ' Carriers on of that Bloody. 


Defrgy. TI. will: not. ſpeak. one word or ſyllable to 
their diſhonour or diſreſpe&, who .deſerve both 
honour and reſpe& from us; But this I will fay, 
that if 1. know them;. or any. thing of them, this 
is not from themſelves ; this is from the cloathing 
of the Spirit of God, and. anointing -to this. very 
work, and is not from .themſelves, nor their own 


Principles, nor.. their. .own Inclinations; but : the. 
hand of. God in. them and upon-them.- ' Add here: 
. unto the ftrange and wonderful. quiet diſpoſure of 


the Magiſtracy of this City .into the hands of Per- 


ſons .prudent,. diligent .and, watchful,, whom we 


have reaſqn to pray for, and. bleſs .God for:. And 
it is ſtrengthened by the ſtirring up. of, a-: Spirit 
in the. common People unto. an unheard of Heat 
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| and: earneſtieſs in bearing Witneſs and Teſtimo- 


ny againſ> Popery and all their Abominations in 
. fach a manner as hath not fallen out in any Na- 
tion under Heaven; -and this ated above and 
beyond-their Spirits and Principles. Theſe things 
to me are ſome Evidences that England is not 
yet-utterly forſaken of the Lord its:God, though. 


the Land be full of fin. * | 


3. I could inſtance in the Embroilments of For- 
raign Nations abroad. At this time they are all 
quiet, but who is there that doth:not know that 
they all ſtand as it were upon the tip-toe, look- 
ing who ſhall firſt begin to cut Throats and kill. 
men. Even-all. the Nations. in Exrope are in this 
poſture at this day. Though they are quiet this 
cold Weather, yet who ſhall begin rſt, who ſhall 
make the Attack, and.: who . ſhall defend, is the. 
talk of all Exrope, whereby: ſome of them may 
have been hindred from a publick contributing to, 
the Ruine of this poor Nation... | 


£4. It 1s an Evidence that England is- not yet: 


forſaken, in that a ſeeret efficacious Influence of Di- 
vine Providence hath preſerved the Body Politick of- 
the Nation 1m its. Beitig and Union, when. all the . 


Ligaments of Law. and Mutual Trufs have been. 


broken. - There -hath - been ſuch a; Diſlolution of. 
Mutual Truft, .and-all ordinary Ligaments of the. 
Politick Union of : a Nation; that if: God had not. 
powerfully. graſped the whole in his hand, we. 
had long ſince: been.in confuſion, and a a t 
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"Sword had been in the ſide-of his Brother and 
his Neighbour. But to this day-we are preſerved 
in Peace by a ſecret Influcntial -Power - of Divine 
Wiſdom and - Providence , *- whoſe Footfteps- I 
would adore more and-more 3 which is ſo much 
the mote ..excellent, © in- that 4t-.15 [not vilible, 
and by outward - force, but - meerly- upon the 
minds of men. -.It is to me another . Evidence 
that England is not yet forſaken of its God, the 
Lord. of - Hoſts.., | 


c. My laſt is this 3 That- after God hath by ſo. 


many. 'ways, .and ſo many means declared unto us 
his Diſpleaſure againſt our ſen, having declared the 
Sentence 1m his Word, -yet he hath wiſibly granted 
an Arreſt of Judgment. . 'The Sentence ſhall not 
be put .in Execution {( faith God.) .while I give. 
this People a time and ſpace, and ſeaſon of Re- 
pentance and Reformation. Alas ! If God had 
utterly forſaken -us; he would ihave taken us off 
in the midſt of our Security z/ Evil wou'd: have. 
riſen, and we ſhould not have known the morn- 
ing of it. . Deſtruction would -preſently have 


overtaken us. But now God hath given us va- 


rious Calls, various Warnings, and leaves.us a ſpace 
as yet to ſee. what we will .do; and what will 
become of us. I will give-them.a 'Tryal, . ſeith 
God'z\'the Decree ſhall not yet go forth ; Judg- 
ment ſhall- not yer come forth to Execution : 1 
will give them a ſpace for Repentance. And this 
conſideration hath a double corroboration . of this 
blefled ſpace: and ſeaſon God hath .given- us for 


to 


__ CO OY 


52-EICCD3 . wn yon em. oe. > 


= 


SY » FT ND fy oO. I 


[ 25 ] 
to apply our. ſelves -ſo far < his Call, as to re- 
gh "i, Judgments Fat are. ———_ OVer 


>(F! 


' The Ng is,, That he hath ES a Renquant 
among 4s. "that do make uſe of this ſpace and ſea- 
ſon: t0 apphy themſelves... unto. \the, Throne of Grace, 
and. to cry mig tily, for. ETC)... God hath, not - ta- 
ken his Holy , Spirit from .us. | God hath not ſaid 
by any open. Work, 'or ſecret Intimation of Pro- 
vidence, Pray no more for - this. 'Feople ; my heart 
ſhall not be, toward then: ;: . He hath not faid ſo: 
And" therefore there. are. yet, among. us. precious 
Souls,” who :do. lift up. prayers:to Godznight and 
dy, not only for. themſelves and Families ; not 
only. for the. Church, of. God, but for. this poor 
Lane, of our. Nativity,-.that: if it. were. the will 

6 pod. we may not ſee it ſoaked in Blood, that 

would not come forth : to deſtroy it with 
\ Curſe ; that God would pity, and ſpare, and 
have mercy upon. it ;.. that. he would .not make 
it an Aceldama, a Fie'd of -Bloogd. There.are ma- 
ny Cryes to, God, to,. this. pu pale... So. that. there 
js ome by whom. this. Face 
ath given. us, is made uſe of. 


g;Oocondly y It . hath ſtrength.from. this, That there . 


an Invitation and. Encouragement ive. ;t0, thi, 
while Nation to Jon ber . 8 He"; 'Gryes td:God 
e- day for. the, ſame _ , purpeſe:., I: chnfets: 
wh, "give me leave, to 1 x it,)/l amatraid 
the 3ody of the Nation, con he ering t eir Conduct 


in 
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in this ſort of Duty, will make no great work 


of it; towards the averting "of . Judgments in 


ſuch a day as this'is. And -I am - atraid allo 


that the approaching Carnivel or time of Feaft- 
ing, will - quickly - blot ' ont all Impreſſions that 
ought to be in the minds. of men, ' from ſuch a 
day as this is. This 'ts all *I- can fay, God is 
publickly acknowledged, and: what Influence that 
may have-intoa further fuſpenſion -of Judgment 
till the Nation be better prepared to ſeek unto 
tim, I' know not. | 


'Methiniks theſe are Evidences (to me they ate) 
that--England-is not yet utterly . forſaken . of the 
Lord its -God : The miraculous - Diſcovery of the 
Flot' for 'our Deſiruttion : The purſuit of it by 
ſome of our Rulers and the Body of the Natzon : 
The 'Embroilment of Forraign Nations in their own 
concerns:: The preſervation of the Political” lute- 
reſt 'and Body, when all the Ligaments of Law, 
and Love, and Truſt, were diſſokved : The ſpace 
and ſeaſon that God gives us,” that we are not in- 
mediately hurried immto Blood and” Confuſion, attend. 
ed with ' a' Spirit of Prayer 'm *ſonie of God's own 
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People: And with a publick 4ckyowledgment of Gid 


m this day m the Nation. © © 


I ſhould -now proceed 'to my laſt thing, to 
fhew- you that in this State' wherein a Land is 
ſo filled-with'' ſin, *#s abſokitety-to put the detet- 
mination: of - #1 things into the-hand. of  Sove- 
raignty : And where yet there remains ſome 

ang OD \. _ Evidence 
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Evidences that God hath not utterly forſaken 
us: What 1s required of us: What is expect- 
ed from us, that may be a means to turn away 
the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God from this 
poor Land and Nation. I ſhould have ſpoken 
to three things. 


. T. That whatſoever be the Language of God's 
Calls, unleſs there be a general Compliance with 
them, this Land cannot be ſaved. | 


2. I ſhould have ſhown you, That all the Di- 
ligence, and the Courage, and the Watchfulneſs 
of the Rulers, ſhall not be able to- preſerve us 
from that Deſtruction which we have deſerved ; 
unleſs ſomething elſe be done ere long, | their 
hearts will faint, and their hands fail, and their 
-*{he "i be divided. For that alone. will not 
__- 


3: Prayer will not do it in this caſe, though 
that be neceſſary and required ; it will not do it. 
God doth not cry: to us meerly that we ſhould 
cry to him. Why cryeſt thou ? ſaid God to Foſhaa, 
there 1s an accurſed thing. Why doſt thou lie up- 
on thy face, and cry, and pray, when Judgment is 
coming upon you ? There is an accurfed thing got 


among you. It 1s ſo with us. 


4. To ſpeak very plain in a plain caſe, The 
State of this Nation is fuch, let our Expecta- 
tions and our Hopes be. what they will, and Prog- 

E noſticks 
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nofticks be multiplied ; God:.can multiply upor 
another hand: The caſe..of; this- Nation is ſuch, 
that without Repentance :evidenced, and uni- 
. verſal Reformation, ſincerely endeavoured, . Eng- 
land cannot be. ſaved,. will not be ſaved ; God 
will forſake it ; Deſtruction from the Lord will 
overtake us. . 


I hculd; have told you alſo what I judge in- 


diſpenſably neceflary that any ſuch Reformation 
may be obtained in this Nation. As, 


Firſt; That there be through the Providence of 
God provided another manner of Adminiſtration of 
the Word throughout the Nation than at preſent 
there is, which is the only means of Gonvittton 
and Converſron unto God. Signs, and Wonders, 
and Judgments, they terrifie; it. is the Word 
that muſt reform and turn to God. And if the. 


State of things continue ſo, that ſome who are _ 


able. and wiſe for the work are forbid, -and others 
that engroſs all to themſelves, are either unable or. 
negligent in it, I have no great. hopes of ſeeing 
Reformation. in this Land. 


Secondly; Auleſs the generality of Mazrſtrates be, 
better principled for, and better inſtrufted in their Of-, 
fice than as yet they ſeem'to be, a, Reformation will. 
not be carried through this Nation. And, 


by hirdly. 5 Which is the principal; That thoſe whe 
vave been examples in ſiuning, and in drawing others to. 


ſon 
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ſm, become examples in Repenting, and Reforming, - 
and Turning to God. x ; FE 

Fourthly, and laſtly ; That the whole Nation be 
flirred up, and do not fait in the purſuit of 1t. 


I have ſcarce been able to ſpeak the Heads of 
theſe things unto you. I wiſh I had ſtrength to 
ſpeak all that is in my thoughts and heart upon 
this matter, unto this whole Nation 3 'for hereon, 
and-not on any thing elſe depends the Delive- 
rance and Safety of it. 


a+ 


{ Catalogue of Bros newly Printed, and Sold 
by Tho. Parkhurſt, at the Bible and Three 
Crowns, at the lower-endof Cheapſide.. 


hu Treatiſe of Knowledge and Love compared., ' In two Parts: 1, Of 
X Falſly Pretended Knowledge. .2. Of True Saving Knowledge and 
love. Firſt, Againſt Haſty Judging, and Falſe Conceits of Knowledge, 
ad for necefſary Suſpenſion, Secondly, The Excellency of Divine Love, 
ad the Happineſs of being Known and Loved of God. . 

The Engliſh Noffconformity, as under King Charles IL. and K. Zamis 11, 
taly Stated and Argued. i | 
The Scripture Goſpel defended,: and Chriſt, Grace and Free Juſtifi. 
ation vindicated againſt the Libertines, who uſe the Names of Chriſt, 
free, Grace and Juſtification, to ſubvert the Goſpel, and Chriſtianity, 
ad that Chriſt; Grace and Juſtification, which they 1n zealous Igno- 


Tance. .:: 


*Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt, 


ratice think they plead for, tothe injury- of Chriſt, the danger of 8 al 
and the ſcandalizing of the weak, the inſulting of Adycrſaries, adi | 
dividing of the Churches, 3 
Cain and Abi! Malignity, that is Enmity to Serious Godlineſs, that 
To an Holy and Heavenly State of Heart and Life : .Lamenred; Deſerih 
' Detected, and unanſwerably proved, tobe the Devilifh Nature, at | 
Militia of the Devil apgainft God, and 'Chriſt, and the Churchuant ith Un 
doms, and the ſureſt ſign of a fiate of Damnation, . All four by R wo. 
| Baxter. : i 

Man's whole Duty, and God's wonderful Intreaty of him thereuntgy 
Ser forch from: 2 Cor. 5; 20." and- publiſhed #t the Requeſt or ON 
Hearers: 

Advice to Parents and Children. The fam of a few Sermons 
trated, and publiſhed at the Requeſt of many Pious Hearers. mA 
Daniel Birgrſs. oe”, 

A Funeral Sermon for "Mrs. Eſther Sanyſm, the kte Wiſe of & 
Sampſon, Dr. of Phyſick, who Died Noverb. 24. 1689. By John roorh 


- . niſter of the Goſpel, 


Two Funeral Sermons of the Uſe and Happineſs of Humane Bod| 
Preached on 1 Cor. 6. 13. By Edward Lawrence. . *J 
Meetneſs for Heaven, promoted in ſome brief Meditations u In 
I. 12. Diſcovering the Nature and Neceſſity of Habitual \& 

Mcetnels for Heaven here, in all that hope for Heaven hereafter. 
figned for a Funeral Legacy. By O. H. an unworthy Miniſter of 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 

The Believers's Daily Exerciſe: Or, The Scripture Precept of by 
in the Fear of the Lord all the day long, Explained and urged, in & 
Sermons. By Fobn Billingſtty, Miniſter of. the Goſpel, . 

--A Brief Enquiry mro the True Nature of Schiſm: , On, A Perf 
to Chriſtian Love and Charity,” | 
= A'Seafonable Queſtion, in a Sermon on oſh. 5 NY "<4 tori i 
or ſor our Adverſaries? Preacht onthe 18th of 'Zune ar: Kingſmoth,. el 
the Publick Faft: And on the 27th of Zuly at St. Peters Cornhill, La 

By Timothy Wilſon, M. A. and ReQor of Kingſnoth in Kent. 

A .Cal].ro. Humiliation ſor.. the. Grievous. Sin of Perſecution in ing 
Sermons, Preached at: the Publick Faſts in Leer, .in. the Connry of 
 Yeford, Wedneſday May. 21. and and 18. 26 Foy By. William 


. * Miniſter of the Goſpel, 


* 


FINIS. 


